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(54) COLUMN COVER STRUCTURE FOR AUTOMOBILE 

(57)Abs tract: 

PURPOSE: To secure the fixed steering collapse quantity 
as well as prevent the knee part of a driver from colliding 
against a steering column at the colliding time of a ,f 
vehicle by setting the rigidity of the upper half part of a 
column cover lower than that of the lower half part of the ~~ ^ A 

column cover. 

CONSTITUTION: A column cover 4 is formed by 
bonding two resin formed bodies of different board 
thickness, and the board thickness Tl of the upper half 
part 4a of the cover 4 is set thinner than the board 
thickness T2 of the lower half part 4b. Accordingly, when 
a steering shaft 1 and a steering column 2 collapse at the 
colliding time of a vehicle, only the upper half part 4a of 
the cover 4 is crushed so as to secure the specified 
collapse quantity, and the lower half part 4b of the cover 
4 prevents the knee part Mn of a driver M from colliding 
directly against the column 2. As a result, the knee Mn 
of the driver H can be efficiently protected at the 
colliding time of the vehicle as well as the axial impact 

load of a shaft 1 acting upon the steering system can be sufficiently absorbed, so that the impact 
load inflicted on the chest part or the like of the driver can be relieved. 
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